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With School Council meeting just last week, the details of its discussions have not yet reached me.  “Select entry” policies and the proposal for advance MHSOB Life Membership payment for all MHS students were signaled for prominent discussion.

One major change in select entry policy (as reported by the Principal Jeremy Ludowyke) is the relocation of the Wyndham Vale Select Entry School to the Werribee Technology precinct, resulting in a delayed opening to 2011.

The Arts Studies Centre was officially opened at an impressive ceremony in te Theatre Studies Room at 12.30 PM on Sunday 12th October 2008.  Tony Lupton, MLA, officiated at the opening of the Centre.  Lindsay Fox then launched the Lindsay Fox Scholarship and made the first award to an incoming Year 9 student. Solomon Lew spoke about how the Lindsay Fox Scholarship came into being and how the award will be an annual one.

We anxiously await the report of Planning Panel Victoria (PPV) to the Minister for Planning within the next week or two.  The Principal reported that “substantial money” was spent and that the MHS case was “expertly presented and evocatively argued.”

The Education Minister recently released a new Curriculum “Blueprint” directions document which contains numerous focus areas--the Principal identified 20 “key Blueprint actions”.

[Note: The new name for the department is: “Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD)”.  The DEECD Ministers are Bronwyn Pike (Education) and Maxine Moran (Early Childhood Development).]
MHS is giving consideration to the introduction of a Gifted and Talented Program, with Ian Bull taking the leading role in its promotion.

Other matters under consideration include:

•  With the retirement of Rosemary from the canteen, the Finance Committee is investigating proposals from outsourcing groups to manage the canteen;

•  National Secondary School Computer Fund:  MHS due to receive 385 computers;

•  DEECD 2008 Staff Opinion Survey:  Survey results are still to undergo analysis;

•  Annual students’ attitudes to school survey:  Survey results being discussed;

•  Plans are well-advanced for the organisation of the 2008 MHS Speech Night, with MHSOB handling all arrangements.

